Intro-    to Sidney by a perception of intellectual promise

dudlion in the lad, and by a presentiment of the part
that one so endowed by nature and favoured by
fortune might well come to play in the European

drama. Perhaps he even represented to himself
the opportunity thus offered him, not only to
form such a future leader in accordance with his

own conception of what Protestant leadership
should be, but, in still bolder speculation, to make
him the instrument by means of which England,
the laggard nation, might, in time, be stirred to
shake off her lethargy, and become the cham-
pion of the reformed cause. Such considerations,
however, soon became secondary as Languel
passed more and more under the spell of that
** high and excellent spirit," that strong personal
charm, which, even thus early, Sidney was begin-
ningto cast over all who approached him, The
latter could only have been flattered by the con-
sideration shown him by a distinguished man so
much his senior. He had conic* abroad for surh
intercourse with those who could school him in
the affairs of Europe, and he found in Languct
a preceptor who seemed as eager to teach as he
himself was to listen and leant But it was not
long before Sidney forgot the master in the friend
whom, in spite of the difference* in their years, he
could still address as "Hubert/1
Languet, the son of a BurgundUn gentleman,

x